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THE MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS. * 
Dr. AI~NOLD W. W. LEA has drawn attention in the local papers to the 
great need there is in 5Ianchester and Salford for more thorough 
medical  inspection of public elementary schools and of the scholars. 
The Salford School Board appointed a medical officer some years ago 
and the Manchester School Board has recently decided to do so. 
Attendance at school being compulsory, it is only just that the school 
authorities should see that the health of the children does not suffer, 
and that they should, as far as possible, be protected "f rom the 
infectious and loathsome diseases so prevalent in schools." The 
London School Board by means of elaborate instructions and pamphlets 
hopes that the teachers may become sufficiently skilled, and that they 
will be on the alert, "tO detect disease among the children." But, as 
Dr. Lea says, this "can  really form no part of a teacher's work and is 
of comparatively little value." Much the same may be said of the 
appointment of nurses as adopted in some schools and approved 
apparently by the Board of Education " to  detect and treat diseases, 
though it admits, that for this purpose they would require special skill 
and instruction. This would seem to be adding another class of 
"inferior," but no doubt "certificated," practitioners, who by degrees 
seem to be ousting the unhappy general practitioner. In Manchester 
there are about "40,000 children daily attending elementary schools," 
and it is impossible for one man to supervise the hygienic conditions and 
the health of the children, even if the whole of his time were devoted to 
the work, which, it is stated, is not expected. Dr. Lea says that in 
America the medical supervision is very completely carried out, though 
most European countries seem to have done more than we have in this 
direction. In Boston, U.S.A., a medical officer attends each school 
every mo~ning between'9 and 10 a.m. H e  sees all children observed 
by the teachers to be ailing or whose parents wish for an examination. 

f the child is not fit to be at school a card telling the nature of the 
~'omplaint and advising as to the steps to be taken is sent to the parents. 
The inspector does not undertake the treatment, which must be carried 
out through the parents. The child i s  again inspected before being 
allowed to return to school. The same system is carried out in many 
other cities. " The expense of such a system would be by no means 
great and would be more than balanced by (1) a diminution in the 
number of cases of infectious disease ; (2) increased school attendance 
and, (3) improved health of the children." The Manchester School 
Board estimates that through measles alone the elementary schools of 
Manchester lose ~2,000 per annum. In view of the acknowledged 
rapid "physical  deterioration of the youth of our great cities," it is of 
high importance to neglect no means of checking what is already a 
national peril. 
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Hygiene. Dr. Collins does not lay claim to originality, it being, as he 
states in his preface, largely a compilation from the works of others. 
We all know how difficult it is to alter the habits and ideas of adults, 
especially in regard to the practice of hygienic principles. All re- 
formers look to the young, and if we can teach them the value of fresh 
air and pure water, the dangers of infection, the necessity for regular 
habits--in a word, if we can teach them that 90 per cent. of the illness 
and trouble in this world is due to' man's own fault, we shall effect 
great progress in many directions. 

Dr. Collins has arranged the book so as to group the various 
subjects round the scholars' body, touching generally on the anatomy 
and physiology of the various parts. With this general knowledge of 
the child's physique, it is easier to understand the effect of study and 
play upon the organs and body as a whole. We presume the book is 
intended for the teachers' use, but eveu for them there are some 
technical expressions which might puzzle the ordinary individual. 
Teachers, however, are now expected to know a considerable amount 
of physiology, so that from his experience in this respect Dr. Collins 
has gauged correctly the degree of simplification necessary. 

I n  the small compass of this work the author has succeeded in 
incorporating a great deal of useful information which is well up to 
date and, so far as we have been able to ascertain, correct. There are 
a number of illustrations which will be found of assistance in under- 
standing various points. Some useful instruction is given about infec- 
tious diseases, so that teachers may be on the qui rive when they crop 
up in school, as sooner or later they generally do. There is not only a 
very full contents table, but there is an excellent index, whereby 
reference may be promptly made to any subject. 

REPORT OF AN EXAMINATION OF THE EARS OF 1 ,000 SCHOOL-CHILDREN. 
By Arthur I t .  Cheatle, F.R.C.S. 

This is a report on an examination of 1,000 children between the 
ages of three and sixteen years in the Hanweli District School, which 
receives the children of the poorest class from Southwark and the City 
of London, and in the Ophthalmic School, which receives children 
suffering with eye troubles from all the Metropolitan Poor Law Dis- 
tricts. 

The object for which the examination was undertaken was to ascertain 
what proportion of children suffer from diseases of the ear, in order 
that attention might, if necessary, be drawn to the subject ; and that, 
as so many of the dangers to life and hearing have their origin in child- 
hood, means might be taken to guard against them during that period 
of hfe. 

The hearing was more or less deficient in 520, the middle ear being 
affected in nearly all these children. PIr. Cheatle describes these 
defects in detail. 

There is no disguising the fact that the report is a startling one, and 
clearly shows that the subject should be thoroughly taken in hand. 
hfr. Cheatle has ascertained what is being done in this matter else- 
where. Dr. Arthur Hartmann, of Berlin, says that in the majority of 
the large cities in Germany school physicians are appointed to the 
schools to examine chiefly the eyes and ears, and to see that treatment 
is applied when necessary. (This step was taken by the German 
Government at Dr. Hartmann's suggestion.) The official school 
pamphlet of the Canton of Zurich (" Bericht fiber die Verhandlungen 


